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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, May 20th, 2021 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
 Present: Laurie Enos, Dan  McCusker (Zoom), Mary Sweeney (Zoom), Eric Tait, Mark   

 Valentine, Sarah Waterman, Captain Alberti (Zoom) 
 
 Guests: No Guests 
 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
  a.   April 15th, 2021 – Mary Sweeney motioned to approve the minutes.  Laurie Enos  
   seconded the motion. 
 
 
III.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS:    
 

a. Penfield Gardens Neighborhood Speeding/Accident Concern Follow Up - 
 

Sarah Waterman shared the speed and accident data for the Penfield Gardens 
neighborhood that was received from the sheriff's office with the committee.  The data is 
listed below: 
 
     ACCIDENTS PER YEAR 
 2017 2018 2019 2020  2021 
 
 Brentwood 5 3 2 1 2 
 Hillrise 0 0 1 0 0 
 Hillary 1 0 0 0 1 
 Willowhurst 0 0 1 0 0 
 Brookshire 0 0 0 0 0  
 Foxbourne 0 0 0 0 0 
 Avonmore 0 0 0 0 0 
  
None of the accidents were due to speeding and none of the accidents occurred in 
intersections within the neighborhood.  All the accidents marked as Brentwood were 
specifically located on Route 441 near Brentwood.  The remaining accidents that occurred 
within the subdivision were due to driver inattention and or distraction, but were not located at 
any intersections. 

 
 

       SPEED COUNTS  
   MPH (85%)   ADT   
 
 Brentwood (2016 Data)   24  1993  
 Brentwood (2021 Data) North Side  29  199 
 Brentwood (2021 Data)   South Side  28.5  1320 
 Hillrise (2021 Data)   24  980    
 Willowhurst (2021 Data)   31  122    
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The majority of T-Intersections and crossing intersections do have stop signs, however, they 
are not four way stop signs.  There are stop signs at either side of Willowhurst at Brentwood 
and one stop sign at Hillrise.  There is no stop sign at the end of Brentwood that turns into 
Hillary and there is no stop sign at Hillary as it turns into Brentwood.  Those would be 
appropriate locations if the Town chose to put in stop signs to match the other sections of the 
neighborhood, but are not required.  Hillary on the southern side is more likely to be a 
concern than on the northern side because it is a T-Intersection a short distance away from 
Hillrise. 
 
Laurie Enos stated that the speed data seems reasonable for the neighborhood which does 
not seem to be a cut-through neighborhood.   
 
Eric Tait asked if there were any outliers shown within the data that pin pointed times of day 
or specific vehicles that were speeding in that area.  Sarah replied that she did not analyze 
the data for that particular information.  Eric said that it may be a good idea to look at the data 
and if it shows specific vehicles and times where speeding is a problem, that information can 
be forwarded to the sheriff's office for extra patrolling.  Eric feels that overall, the data is what 
the committee would hope to see for the neighborhood.   
 
Dan McCusker asked where exactly the initial complaint was located and if the complaint 
came from one resident or several.   
 
Eric Tait replied that the complaint was in regards to the entire neighborhood and it was 
requested that every intersection within the neighborhood be a four-way stop.  The complaint 
came from one resident on behalf of conversations that took place with other residents in the 
area. 
 
Dan McCusker asked if the resident requested that four-way stop signs be placed at every 
intersection in the neighborhood.   
 
Eric Tait stated that the resident did request four-way stop signs at each intersection, 
however, Eric explained to him that staff would have to analyze the data collected and make 
sure it is consistent throughout the neighborhood.  He also explained that installing four-way 
stop signs at all the intersections would likely not be the appropriate solution.  It is more likely 
that a yield sign could be placed at some of the T-intersections if needed. 
 
Dan McCusker asked if the concern was specifically speed related. 
 
Sarah Waterman replied that the concern was speed related and the risk for potential 
accidents due to a near miss involving a child. 
 
Eric Tait mentioned that the concerned resident also inquired about lowering the speed limit.  
Eric explained to him that 25mph is the state minimum to be posted for a public roadway. 
 
Dan McCusker feels that the data revealed speeding is not an issue in the neighborhood. 
 
Mark Valentine said that sometimes it can seem like cars are traveling faster than they are 
when you are in your front yard, and hopefully drivers are cognizant of their surroundings as 
far as children in the area, etc. 
 
Laurie Enos asked if there is the possibility of "Children at Play" sign being posted.   
 
Sarah Waterman said there are "Slow Down" strips that are typically placed on the posts of 
speed signs and then there are specific "Children at Play" signs.  Sarah would recommend 
enforcement by the sheriff's office and possibly placing either a stop sign or a yield sign at 
Hillary Ln close to Hillrise because they are slightly offset streets. 
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Mark Valentine feels that staff will need to do a more in depth review of that specific 
intersection before deciding if any signage is needed.  As a first step, Mark would like to 
review the data that was collected to pinpoint any particular vehicles and/or times of day 
when speeding is a concern and pass it along to the sheriff's office.  Second, staff should do 
an analysis of other similar neighborhoods in the area to make sure they are consistent 
before making any decisions on signage.   
 
Eric Tait mentioned, as a side note, that DPW crews are currently working on the chip sealing 
process throughout the neighborhood which will temporarily slow down the traffic. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 Staff will review the intersection of Hillary Lane and Hillrise 
 Staff will forward any times/vehicles that travel at excessive speeds to the sheriff's 

office  
 Staff will Analyze the whole neighborhood for consistency in regards to signage at 

intersections 
 
 

b. Stop Sign Request (Ashby Circle and Balmoral Drive) - UPDATE  
 
Sarah Waterman shared the speed and accident data for Ashby Circle & Balmoral Drive 
(Arbor Ridge neighborhood) that was received from the sheriff's office with the committee.  
The data is listed below: 
 
      ACCIDENTS PER YEAR 
  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
 
 Balmoral & Ashby Circle 0 0 0 0 0 
 
 
 
       SPEED COUNTS  
   MPH (85%)   ADT   
 
 Ashby (2021 Data)   22  133   
 Balmoral (2021 Data)   22  190 
 
Sarah stated that the numbers shown reflect residents coming and going from their homes 
and is within the range that was expected.  The speeds are below the speed limit likely 
because the counters were placed in close proximity to the intersection because both roads 
are short roads. 
 
Laurie Enos asked if the complex is a 55+ community. 
 
Sarah Waterman replied that it is a senior living community.  Sarah stated that she was 
approached by some of the residents while putting down the counters and they shared that 
the intersection concern stemmed more from delivery trucks speeding than resident 
speeding. 
 
Eric Tait said that the original concern was not so much in regards to speeding, but of a stop 
sign request at the intersection to hopefully encourage drivers stop before they make the 
turn.  The residents originally reached out to the homeowners association who then reached 
out to staff requesting the stop sign. 
 
Laurie Enos stated that the stop sign request is located at a T-Intersection where traffic 
should naturally stop.  Laurie asked if the residents requested two stop signs at that location. 
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Eric Tait replied that the request was for one stop sign as traffic approaches the T-
Intersection to at the very least, act as a visual to remind drivers to stop. 
 
Laurie Enos feels that a stop sign will not make any difference and that drivers will still 
continue to roll through the intersection. 
 
Mark Valentine stated that based on the data that was collected, a stop sign is not 
warranted.   
 
Eric Tait agreed that the stop sign is not warranted but wanted to share the concern with the 
committee, review the data, and get back to the homeowners association with a decision. 
 
Mary Sweeney mentioned that it might be possible to reach out to the delivery trucks if they 
are the main source of the problem. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that unless it is always the same company/driver, it is difficult to 
police them. 
 
The committee agreed that a stop sign is not warranted at this time for this location.  Eric Tait 
will contact the homeowners association and inform them of the committee's decision. 
 
 

c. Avonmore Way Stop Sign and Crosswalk Concerns 
 

Mark Valentine explained that that this area was looked at several years ago.  This area 
backs up to Harris Whalen Park and there is a pedestrian access connection that goes 
between two houses that connect the neighborhood to Harris Whalen Park.  Currently, this is 
a three way intersection with stop signs on all three sides.  A resident contacted staff with a 
concern of people driving thru the stop sign which puts the kids walking from Harris Hill 
School back into the neighborhood at risk.  This would be an enforcement issue that can be 
forwarded to the sheriff's office.  Also, there is currently a crosswalk at this location but there 
is no signage referring to it and there is a hedge located on the west side of Hillrise that 
obstructs the view of drivers seeing kids walking into the crosswalk.  Staff will investigate to 
see if the hedge is located on private property or in the right of way to find a resolution. 
 
Eric Tait said the crosswalk has been repainted a few years ago. 
 
Captain Alberti asked for the street names located at the intersection. 
 
Mark Valentine shared that the street names are Avonmore and Hillrise in the neighborhood 
west of Harris Whalen Park north of Route 441.   
 
Captain Alberti said he will pass this information on to his staff for extra patrolling and 
enforcement in the area. 
 
 THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 Staff will look into getting signage placed at the crosswalk 
 The Sheriff's office will add extra enforcement at the intersection 
 Mark Valentine will follow up with the resident 

 
 

d. Woodfield Drive Speeding Concerns 
 
Eric Tait explained to the committee that he received a complaint from a resident regarding 
excessive speeds on the curve of Woodfield Drive and is concerned that a child may be hit or 
injured. The resident inquired about lowering the speed limit and was concerned that there 
were no speed limit signs in the neighborhood.   Eric informed him that there are speed limit 
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signs in the neighborhood and provided him with the specific addresses where they are 
located.  Eric stated that speed carts were placed in the area last year closer to Plank Rd.  
The speed cart can be placed again closer to the area of concern.  The resident was satisfied 
with this plan of action. 
 
Sarah Waterman stated that data counts were collected in two locations north of the bend on 
Woodfield Drive, closer to Mt. View Crescent and Perriwinkle Way.  The data showed 85 
percentile of 27 mph and the ADT was 485, which is what is to be expected for that area. 
 
Laurie Enos asked if COVID played a role in regards to the data. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that there was a drop in the amount of traffic so the ADT's went down 
but typically the speeds went up. 
 
Sarah Waterman stated that staff waited to do the counts until September last year so the 
data would be more accurate.  It is also possible that counts are still down and speeds have 
increased due to many people still working from home. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 Staff will place the speed cart in the area again  
 Eric Tait will update the resident on the committee discussion 

 
 
 

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 
  No New Business 
 
V.  HELD ITEMS 
  No Held Items 
 
VI.  NEW BUSINESS 
   

Eric Tait brought up the topic of Harris Road and Sweets Corners Road that was discussed 
last fall in regards to vehicles not stopping at that intersection.  Harris Road is a straight thru 
and there is no stop sign as you are travelling north and south, but as you approach Harris 
Road from the east or west on Sweets Corners Road there are stop signs and warning signs 
of the upcoming stop signs.  There is a slight hill approaching the intersection from either side 
of the road and houses and trees that are in close proximity to the intersection which slightly 
inhibits site distance.  If vehicles stop at the intersection, the site distance is not a problem, 
but for vehicles that disregard the stop sign, it becomes a problem.  Since Harris Road is a 
county road, staff asked the county to review the accident data in the intersection.  At that 
time, the county determined that the signage was appropriate and no additional signage was 
needed.  However, this past March there was an accident involving a vehicle crashing into a 
house located on the southeast corner.  The county has since looked at the data regarding 
that particular accident and will be moving forward with installing dual stop signs on the left 
and right side of Sweets Corners as you approach Harris as well as dual warning signs on 
the left and right side of the road prior to the intersection.  The warning signs will say "Cross 
Traffic Does Not Stop". 
 
Dan McCusker asked if an engineering analysis has been done on the intersection in 
regards to the site distance. 
 
Eric Tait replied that the county did a study and found that it was adequate.  Eric added that 
once a driver reaches the stop sign, the site distance is adequate but it is not as adequate as 
drivers are approaching the stop signs and especially if they do not come to a complete stop.  
Eric said that the county is also refreshing/repainting the crossbars at the intersection.  The 
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letter from the county was also sent out to the Monroe County Sheriff's Department 
requesting extra speed enforcement in the area. 

 
Eric Tait also informed the committee that he received an email from a resident regarding 
several areas of concern:  

 
 Watson Road (including Harris and Sweets Corners Rd) - Multiple accidents, speeding, 

aggressive driving behaviors 
 

 Route 441 and Route 250 - Failing to yield when turning left and running the red light 
 

 Whalen Road at Atlantic Ave - Cars crossing the double yellow lines when making a 
turn 

 
 Whalen at Dublin Rd - Running stop sign 

 
 Peachtree at Penfield Rd - Running stop sign 

 
 Jackson Rd Ext. at Whalen Rd - Running stop signs 

 
 Baird Rd at Whalen Rd - Running stop signs 

 
Eric Tait explained to the resident that the only location that falls under the town's jurisdiction 
is Whalen Road at Dublin Rd, which the committee has already studied and discussed in 
prior Transportation Committee meetings.  Eric offered to pass along the resident's concerns 
to the MCDOT and NYSDOT pertaining to the other locations listed.  The resident declined to 
have his requests shared.   
 
Sarah Waterman asked if it might be a good idea to ask the Monroe County Sheriff's office 
for extra enforcement at the Dublin Rd and Whalen Rd stop sign. 
  
Captain Alberti said he will implement extra enforcement at that area and asked if there was 
a  particular time of day that should be focused on. 
 
Eric Tait responded that a time-frame was not provided in the email from the resident. 
 
Dan McCusker asked if there was a reason given by the resident that he did not want his 
concerns shared with the MCDOT and/or the NYSDOT. 
 
Eric Tait replied that he did not.  The resident stated he did not want his name or email 
shared.  Eric explained to the committee that even though there is nothing else staff can do 
other than forward the concerns on to the appropriate entities that have jurisdiction of those 
areas, he wanted to share the resident's concerns. 

  
 
VII.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
  No Public Participation 
 
VIII.  NEXT MEETING: June 17th, 2021 from 5pm-6pm 
 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT: 5:43 pm 
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